
the Conscience



Connected to Sincerity 
David & Saul: 1 Samuel 24:4–5 “And the men of David said to 
him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will 
give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall 
seem good to you.’  ” Then David arose and stealthily cut off a 
corner of Saul’s robe. And afterward David’s heart struck him, 
because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.” 
Paul and the Jews: Romans 9:1–3 “I am speaking the truth in 
Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 
Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Gentiles: Romans 2:14–16 “For when Gentiles, who 
do not have the law, by nature do what the law 
requires, they are a law to themselves, even though 
they do not have the law. They show that the work of 
the law is written on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day 
when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets 
of men by Christ Jesus.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Paul to Christians: 2 Corinthians 4:1–2 “Therefore, 
having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose 
heart. But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded 
ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s 
word, but by the open statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight 
of God.” 
2 Corinthians 5:11 “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, 
we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I 
hope it is known also to your conscience.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Deacons/Elders: 1 Timothy 3:8–9 “Deacons likewise must be 
dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not 
greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith 
with a clear conscience.” 
Preachers: 1 Timothy 1:3–5 “As I urged you when I was going to 
Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain 
persons not to teach any different doctrine, nor to devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote 
speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith. 
The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a 
good conscience and a sincere faith.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Government: Romans 13:3–5 “For rulers are not a terror 
to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of 
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for 
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Persecution: 1 Peter 3:13–17 “Now who is there to harm you 
if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear 
of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 
do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 
for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.”



Connected to Sincerity 
Liberty: Romans 14:5–6 “One person esteems one day as better 
than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should 
be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of 
the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, 
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.” 
Romans 14:22–23 “The faith that you have, keep between yourself 
and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment on 
himself for what he approves. But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For 
whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”



Sincerity Does Not Equal Security 
Abimelech the king of Gerar: Genesis 20:5–6 
“Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And 
she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of 
my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done 
this.” Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know 
that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, 
and it was I who kept you from sinning against Me. 
Therefore I did not let you touch her.”



Sincerity Does Not Equal Security 
Paul & the Jewish Counsel: Acts 23:1–5 And looking intently at 
the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God in 
all good conscience up to this day.” And the high priest Ananias 
commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 
Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed 
wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet 
contrary to the law you order me to be struck?” Those who stood by 
said, “Would you revile God’s high priest?” And Paul said, “I did not 
know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You 
shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’”



Sincerity Does Not Equal Security 

Paul, Brethren, & God: 1 Corinthians 4:3–4 
“But with me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged by you or by any human 
court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I 
am not aware of anything against myself, but I 
am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me.”



Conscience Can Conform
To God: Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” 
Hebrews 4:11–13 “Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so 
that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the 
word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and 
of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. And no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked 
and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”



Conscience Can Conform
To the World: 1 Timothy 4:1–3 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in 
later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to 
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of 
liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.” 
Titus 1:15–16 “To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and 
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their 
consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but they deny Him 
by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good 
work.”



Cleansed Conscience
Salvation: Hebrews 10:19–25 “Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new 
and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider 
how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 



Cleansed Conscience

Salvation: “Baptism, which corresponds to this, 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to Him.”


