
Following at a Distance 
Matthew 26 :47 -58 ,69 -75



M a t t h e w  2 6 : 4 7 - 5 6
1. This is the moment Christ is handed over into 

the hands of evil men. It’s what He’d been 
telling His disciples about. He must go to 
Jerusalem and be handed over by His own to 
the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged, 
crucified, and raised on the 3rd day. 

2. Jesus was first led to Annas (High Priest, 
but replaced by his son-in-law Caiaphas). 

3. He was then led to Caiaphas, the scribes, and 
elders. 

4. Then to Pilate. 
5. Then to Herod. 
6. Then back to Pilate. 
7. Now back to the text.



Matthew 26:57-58, “Then those who had seized 
Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 
And Peter was following him at a distance, . . .” 

A. Give Peter credit  
1. Vs. 30-35: He was ready to die with Jesus 
2. John 18:3-11: He drew his sword and struck 

B. Things didn’t Go as planned 
3. “His will” when it’s “our will” 

C. We don’t know what or why things may happen 
4. Sickness because of sin (genesis 3) 
5. Trials Because of Satan (Job 1-2) 
6. Disaster because of nature (Job 37:10-13) 
7. Study what Solomon and Jesus taught 

We need to be mentally prepared for anything!

W h a t  h a p p e n e d  ?



W h a t  i t  c a n  l e a d  t o  
A. Vs. 69-72  

1. We begin to play the ignorance card 
2. We don’t want to identify with “the Man” 

B. Vs. 73-75 
3. We don’t want to identify with followers 
4. Isn’t it better to suffer with Christ? 

H o w  i t  c a n  e n d  
C. John 21:15-19 “Follow Me” 

5. John recorded the reconciliation 
6. Matthew 26:32 teaches that Jesus . . .  

Acts 4:5-13 the council recognized something

M a t t h e w  2 6 : 6 9 - 7 5



Following at a Distance? 


