
A r e  W e  M i l i t a n t ?  



What Others Say

“Churches of Christ (about 2 million) are conservative, some 
militantly and others not.” 

“You feel like you are walking on eggshells, trying to keep 
the peace. They are easily offended.” 

“These people have difficulty seeing anyone’s viewpoint but 
their own.” 

“I am very, very important, and besides, I'm always right”: the 
Narcissistic personality.  

We’re charged with having Dependent, Obsessive, Attention-
Seeking, Avoidant, Anti-Social, etc. personalities.



What Should Matter

Ephesians 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in  every way into Him who is the head, into Christ 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. it does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 

Would you say that Jonah loved the ninevites? 
Would you say that Jonah loved God? 
How is Jonah unique? What is it about?



Why Do We Sometimes 
Fail?

Jude 3-4 
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to 
you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered 
to the saints. For certain people have crept in unnoticed who 
long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

exert intense effort on behalf of something—‘to struggle for, contend, fight’



What About Jesus?

Matthew’s Account 
• Matthew 4:17, “From that time Jesus began to preach, 

saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 
• Matthew 5-7 : 
• He expects mankind to be poor in spirit, to mourn, be meek, 

hunger and thirst, be merciful, pure in heart, 
peacemakers, be persecuted. 

• Be salt or be useless. 
• Exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees or 

“you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
• Don’t hate your brother brother. 
• Don’t lust. 
• Don’t Divorce. 
• Don’t take an oath.  
• Don’t retaliate but turn your cheek. 
• Love your enemy and pray for your persecutors. Don’t do 

what’s easy or expected.



What About Jesus?

• Don’t be a religious show-off (giving, prayer, fasting). 
• Don’t be worldly. Be concerned about the kingdom. 
• Don’t be a hypocrite.  
• Have faith that God cares for you. Ask and you’ll receive. 
• Treat others how you want to be treated. 
• There are two doors and ways. Choose the narrow gate 

because majority won’t. 
• Be a fruit inspector. A tree is either healthy or diseased. 

Diseased trees are cut down and thrown in the fire. 
• Don’t think that because you do things in My name I’ll 

accept you on the day of judgment. I’ll claim to have never 
known you. 

• Either build your house on solid foundation or sand, but 
know if it’s the sand you’ll be knocked down. You’ll fall. 

• “And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were 
astonished at His teaching, for He was teaching the as one 
who had authority, and not as their scribes.”



What About Jesus?

Mark’s Account: 
Mark 1:14-15, “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.’” 

Luke’s Account: 
Luke 4:18-30. How’s that for your first sermon back home? 

John’s Account: 
John 2:13-17. After Jesus calls His first disciples and 
performs His first miracle in Cana, we find Him entering 
Jerusalem. How’s this for one of the first pictures of Jesus? 





What’s the Problem?

2 timothy 4:1-5 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be 
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For 
the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 
own passions, and will turn away from listening to 
the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, 
always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 



A r e  W e  L o v i n g ?  
A r e  W e  H u m b l e ?  


