


“It Works”

This philosophy is a classic example of “the 
ends justifying the means”

We cannot do evil that good may come (Romans 
3:8; cp. 10:1-3)

In 1 Samuel 15, Saul and the Amalekites 
illustrate this philosophy



“We Have Always Done It That Way”

This philosophy teaches that an action is done 
because it has been practiced for a long time

In Mark 7:1-13, Jesus contrasted the traditions 
of men and the commandments of God

Several doctrines in the Catholic Church have 
tradition as their sole authority
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“The Bible Does Not Say Not To”

This philosophy puts a premium on the silence of 
the Bible

We must be content with what Christ has 
revealed (1 Corinthians 4:6; 2 John 9)

This principle has sometimes been called “the 
law of exclusion”



“So Many People Cannot Be Wrong”

Someone once said their church was right 
because of the number of cars in the parking lot

Jesus (Matthew 7:13-14), Noah (Genesis 6:5-6), 
and Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 14:28-30)

This philosophy blatantly bases salvation purely 
on man, pure and simple



“This Is A Minor Issue”

Some believe that some issues are “major” and 
some are “minor,” i.e. they do not matter

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:4) and Uzzah (2 
Samuel 6:6-7) show that “minors” are important

We will be judged by all of God’s word (John 
12:48; Romans 2:16)



“They Are Doing It”

In 1 Samuel 8:4-7, 19-20, the Israelites were not 
content with God’s way

Some now look around and say, “Look what the 
denominations are doing”
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How Are Brethren Changing? 

1. They are changing the name of the church 

2. They are changing the requirements of salvation 

3. They are changing the nature of preaching



“They Are Doing It”

In 1 Samuel 8:4-7, 19-20, the Israelites were not 
content with God’s way

Some now look around and say, “Look what the 
denominations are doing”

Some churches are dead because they have 
gone beyond the gospel (Revelation 3:1-3)



“I Had Rather Do It Wrong Than Nothing At All”

In my estimation, this philosophy simply loses all 
touch with reality (2 Timothy 2:5)

People are not willing to follow this logic in any 
other endeavor in their life

Let’s abound “in the work of the Lord” instead of 
throwing caution to the wind



How To Establish Scriptural Authority 

1. Command (Mark 16:15; Acts 15:20) 

2. Example (John 13:15; Acts 15:12) 

3. Necessary Inference (Matthew 22:33; Acts 15:11)




