
Legalism
What 

Does It 
Mean?
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SEEKING SALVATION        
BY WORKS ALONE

Romans 9:30-31
30What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who 
did not pursue righteousness, have attained 
to righteousness, even the righteousness of 
faith; 31but Israel, pursuing the law of 
righteousness, has not attained to                  
the law of righteousness.
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SEEKING SALVATION        
BY WORKS ALONE

Hebrews 10:1-4
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SEEKING SALVATION        
BY WORKS ALONE

1 John 3:7
Little children, let no one deceive 
you. He who practices 
righteousness is righteous,         
just as He is righteous.
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MAKING LAWS WHERE 
GOD HAS MADE NONE

Matthew 15:1-20
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MAKING LAWS WHERE 
GOD HAS MADE NONE

Romans 14:6
He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; 
and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord 
he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the 
Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he                 
who does not eat, to the Lord he                         
does not eat, and gives God thanks.
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MAKING LAWS WHERE 
GOD HAS MADE NONE

Ephesians 2:8-9
8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of           
God, 9not of works, lest          
anyone should boast.
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MAKING LAWS WHERE 
GOD HAS MADE NONE

Romans 4:1-5
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MAKING LAWS WHERE 
GOD HAS MADE NONE

Hebrews 11:8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to the place which 
he would receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing      
where he was going.
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this is man’s all.     
14For God will bring every work into 
judgment, including every secret 
thing, whether good or evil.
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

1 John 2:3-5
3Now by this we know that we know Him, if we 
keep His commandments. 4He who says, “I know 
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is  
a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But whoever 
keeps His word, truly the love of God                     
is perfected in him. By this we know                   
that we are in Him.
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

Hebrews 2:2-3
2For if the word spoken through angels proved 
steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just reward, 3how shall 
we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken               
by the Lord, and was confirmed to us               
by those who heard Him
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

Hebrews 10:28-29
28Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without 
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
29Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, 
will he be thought worthy who has trampled             
the Son of God underfoot, counted the              
blood of the covenant by which he was                        
sanctified a common thing, and insulted                      
the Spirit of grace? 
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

2 John 9
Whoever transgresses and does not 
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God. He who abides in the 
doctrine of Christ has both                   
the Father and the Son.
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IS STRICT ADHERENCE TO 
GOD’S LAW LEGALISM?

Luke 16:10
He who is faithful in what is least is 
faithful also in much; and he who   
is unjust in what is least is              
unjust also in much.

15



Have You 
Obeyed?
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